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Hay 13, shortly before he was to appear before the Assembly to urge s broad-
ening of the Italian Government. This step was necessary, de Gasperi said,
beceuse of the statement issuwed by the Sceislists on May 12 expressing
reservations tc the policy he outlined to the Italian Cabinet earlier in the

day.

Socializt Party Brecutive and Parliamentary group heard a report by the
Socialiat Ministers on their "reservations® at Honday®s Caebinet meating to
the "politieal erisis virtually opered by the Fremier," who is accused of
Pan attempt to shift the political equilibrium of the Government, thus
increasing its inefficlency at a moment when the economic and monetary
sitnation of the country imposes the implemen

upon "

Premier de Gasperi handed in the resignation of his Cabinet on Tuesday,

Tue Soclalist statenent, ae reported by Radio Rome, declares thet the

tation of the program agreed
i_the Exeeutive and ithe

The siatement coneludes by as
[TENENtaYY group Entiraly agresd With |
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after the Socialist statement "he can no longer carry out the mondate of

the Cabinet to address the Constituent Assenbly" and he would resign, thus
climaxing weeks of negotiations with Center and Right Groupz about the
pos i i1 i would rs i

At 12:45 pom. Tuesday (Italian time) de Gasperi told the Cabinet that
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a broadensd Cabinet which w
Rome, ANSA, May 12, 1947)
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Socislist organ AVANTI Yo the effect that a broadening of the Govermment, as

the doom of parliameniarienism.” As a resuly, de Gasperi felt that " the
intersst of clarification and the spirit of collaboration® would be better
served by the Csbinet’s resignetion "Thus opening the way to consultation

Cacciatore denied that their Party was reaponrsible for the crisis, de Gasperi
¢lted the srticle in Tuesday's Communist pape
Premieris scheduled miad ; :

in his ecapacity as Premier.®

At the Cabinet meseting at which he avmouncad his resignation, de Gasperi
reported also to have referred to an editorial in Tuesday's edition of the

Gasperl understood it, "would mean the paralysis of the Covernment, and

all the parlismentary groups.” After Socialist ¥inisters Romits and

r, UN
the Ssssmhlv wond

ITA, which gaid that the
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(Rome, ANSA, May 13,
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CPYRGHT %M@i "he had no forecasts to make but
this had not been his intention."| (Rome, ANSA, May 13, 1947)

In a statement to the journalists Cacclatore declarec that cde Gasperi
"attempted to throw responsibility for the crisis on our Party," a re-
sponsibility that the Jocialists would not accept, since they had slready
voiced their reservations to broadening this Government shen de Gasperi
first broached  the subject In his last broadcast. Communist Minister
Seruml tells the »réss that the Communist members of the Cabinet have
informed the Premier that "on principle they thouzht that de Gasperi
could still make his report to the Asscmbly." When intervieved by corre~
aspondents after handing in the Cabinet's resignation, de Gasperl contended
that the Cabinet had authorized him to support in a speech before the
General /ssembly a report by Campilli and Morandl "of a general nature,
analyzing the country's economic situationnd apoealing "for a wide basis
with the collaboration of those forces which I deemed necessary to overcome
the s®rious but not insurmountable situations. There were regservations,
but not of a character to affect my mandate."

When asked whether Italy would follow France'ls example and exclude
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The thinking of the left Socialist leader Nenni (a minority of the
Soecialists under the leadership o” Saragat is anti-Communist-Ed.) is
in€icated by an interview he granted to a correspondeant of the Rovigno
GaZZBTILO DEL LiVORO. Nenni charges that the crisis is "an attempt of
the rizht to postpons the solution of many problems," and he says that
"the elections already arranged for October ought to take place.”

Turning to the international scene, Nenni does not believe that
war between the United States and the Joviet Unlon Is possible and he com=
pares the present disagreerent wsith the differences between ngland and
France that arose after the first vorld Tar. Zut he adds: ™MShould
this conflict materialize, we Socialists would say that it ought not
interest us. The blood of Italian youth ought not to be shed on the
battle fields. Thoughic oud culture and habits are of a western character,

(Rome, ANSA, iay 12, 1G47)

Poland and the other states of the East."
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The Tugoslav llews Agency quotes Nenni as saying in a speech at lilan
that "it should be clear to every progressive jerson in Americay that the
Italians cannot pay for bread and coal sith mational and political slavery."
Soeakinz on domestic affairs, Nenni stressed that the “speedy and firm

carrying out of the land reform and the nationalization of large industrial
L 3 i Suciglist

(Belgrade, TaNYUG, May 13, 1¢47)

election platform in the October elections

. 2 ot ’ : ) Py
¥ith Nenni in the chalr, decided to issue a public statement snich declared

that the crisis "was started by Premier de Gasoseri with his broadcast of

April 28 shich was based on a complete lack of confidence in the foundation
on which the third de Gasperl Government had been set up in its mgjority and
its program.® The Socialists claim that their attitude was made known to ..
de Gasperi in good time and he was called upon to implement the Government's
nrogram and "impose discipline on everybody, especially the privileged classes
whose desertion before the sacrifices necessury for the country's reconstruc-

tion was one of the main causes ol the present chaos." In forming a new
socd . £ tic 7111 of

(Rome, A0k, May 13, 1947

the people, as sxpressed on Junc 2.

Tie Comm Ty o - T entaccuses
de Gasveri of helping "to increase political uncortainty and confusion by
opening a Government crisis in a nonconstitutional und politically
dangercus and inconvenient manner." The statement adds that "whatever the

3 W
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CPYRGHT [“or zroup maneuvera,” ] (Italian Home Service, ay 13, 1947)

breadth which the people can or want to give to a nes Government, the
latter should correspond to the democratic structure of the Sowernment
expressed by the electoral consultations from June 2 onward."

Former Premlier Boromi in a statement to -journalists said of the
possibility of his Joining a "Guovernment of Rational unity” that "I
myself and Orlando and Nitti--who are as independent as I--might join
it." Meanwhile, non-Government parties are also expressing their
opinions. The parliamentary group of the PSLI--the Saragat Socialists--
declares that the Cabinet's resignation is "a threat before the re-
sponsibilities which it had to shoulder before the Constituambi Assembly'|
and the "real situation in the country should be publicly known before
other parties assume Governmental responsibilities."

A 10-point statement by the Republican Party's Zxecutive declercs
that the present economic situation can only be overcome by a Government
"able to gain the confidence and reaspect of public opinion" and which
would Include in it elements of "political leacdership and technical

experience."

Such a Government would be able to overcome "the game
P
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De Gasperi winds up the swvents of ‘zy 13 with a speech over the
Italian network in which he avoids all mention of the Zovernment's
resiznation and corfines himsell to a deseription of Italy's cconomie
situation which ho says he would have givon to the Constituent . Asserbly
"had the rules allowed." UDUe Gasperl reveals that the 1C47-1¢48 Italian
budget estimates show a deficit of 312 billion lire which could be
coverad by the internal credit market, provided that there were confidence
in Italy's economice revival, which "timorous pecople and speculators are
trying to undermine." Italy thus far has been able "to koep above water"
de Gasjyeri says, thanks to UNRRA aid, the United States repayment of
occupation costs, and the international food fund, but the end of Italy's
"agslasted economy" is aporoaching and the country can obtain loans and
investment from abroad only if she had a reconstruction plan which gives

"security to foreign investors."

De Gasperi concludes 7ith an appesal for Italian unity ané urges
ion and tourism, and reorganization of the

Italian merchant fleet. | (Italian lome Service, lay 13, 1¢47
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political leaders throughout londay ?!ay 1¢) ané it is expected that

Sizror Kitti has been continuing his consultations with Italian

he 4111l soon be able to announce the makeup of his Cabinet and its
program, says the Italian radio, Prefect de Martino tsid eorrespondents,
after un interview with Nittl, that the latter would form a government
"at any cost." Togliatti, after his meeting, declared thut he and Hitti

had held detai]ed discussions on the political compcoitzon of the 5ov-
. 3 . P g

lerni mace a full statement after calling on Nitti in which he cdeclarecd
that Fittl incdicated that the new Cabiret's economic program "will be
confined to the requirements of the next few wonths," and voiced no objec-
tions to elections in the autumn., Nenni added that the nes government
resumably would consist of the oresent three-party coalition, plus "the

[so=called 11ittle alllance."| (Rome, Ltaliun ilome Jervicc, .ay 19, 1C4
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VIto Reale, Uoon Icaving hittitzIouse, soidthot—ittti—ts—deterr
lifying

maneuver will succeed in nul

to form a rovernment and no underzround
his effopts in the country's interests.q (Romo, aica, -ay 1S, 1C47)

The Italian Communist Party has made public the text of a telegram
by Togliatti to Sumner Welles' reply to charges about reteiving money "from
a foreizn poser." The statement says that "the U. S, conquered Fascist
Italy. This does not give any U. S, politician the right to insult Itellans,

whatever their opinlons... It is now up to you to give immeciate ané public
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ANSA, lmy 19, 1947

After tranmitiing rother optinistic roports on londny (Ikby 19) reganling
ittit's progress in consulting with political leaders, the Italian radio
on lay 20 indioated that he was running into difficulty, reporting that
the moderate Socislists and the Republicans would not join a ITitti
Governm-ent, and on Uednesday (May 21) it announced that Ilitti had piven
up his aﬂ’orba to form a Cabhinet.

In ite statenent of liay 20, the Republicen Party parlierentary rroup
deelarec’f that :‘Lt could not smpporfb Histits eﬁ‘orbs beca:uae his gcvern—

anc" incf'f‘ici encry of the fomer rrroup. " (Rm«e, AIISA I.ay zo 194'7)

he PoL1 excused 1tooll on The FIOUNCS CROG UCACYTe were Nou "suilioient |
aranteest of implenenting o abroad progran, ond Nittits progran "runs
ter to any Socialist principle” beoause it would "largely affect
the working classcs."

The Aotion Par-by conditioned its adherence to o Iittl (‘overmmnt on the

BESRLLON) O rovarniency ONo! OOONeY

!I?ﬁlli

e, ] (Ttolian Homo Servioo, liay 20, 1047)

The Corrmnis® attitude wes revealed by Togliatti in on interview with an
ASA corrcopondent. Togliatti declored that when Nittl wes named "the
Corrunists supported him loyally,® although "certoin groups of the
producer categories® seaved to favor Nitti. Togliatti explained that it
was his party's principle to colleborate with producer sroups "uhich
intended to act denocoratically and pay nttention to the worlers! needs."
The Corrmnist leader went on to say that ihe conficdence Vitti could in-
gpire in the country was "a positive elenent and the Comrmumigts would
be the last to destroy or ro:ject it, nnc‘l ‘ﬂe i‘avorec1 a rzmid solution

uertr"ce, m.y 20 19/7) »

Efforts to learn why Nitti had plven up his nission wére unsuccessful,
the radio reports say. He told questiorers that "e could not tul © up
o—contrarzerciol oilifude of aneh o nocent o :g il
rirht delay the solution of the crisis."| (Italien Home Service, K!ay 2,

1947)

Orlando was reccived by President de I'lcola Irmelictely cftor I'itti's
vislt and later he begen his consultations with perty spolzesmen. After
seeing the leaders of the big partiocs in the late af'ternoon Wednesdoy
(Moy 21), he received the spokesen of the throe "centor left" pgroups
in the evening ~—~ the SPLI, Actioniste, end Lakor Democrats. They
explained to Orlando that their reason for opposing Nitti woes based on
hhe d@: 'md that the govenfﬂent's econony policy be carriec” out by a

Hone Service, | ay 2, 197, 7,

& statenent by the bxecutive Cormittee of the Christian Derocratic Party
declares thot in Itely's present econordc condition the steps taken to
enpure "spee'y, direct, U. S. econoric aid might give so-e rooults,"
but "the mpreasion et be created at honc and abroad that there is a
part:y truce. Aecor 1:1{-1*1, the st tmont reaf‘fin-s t.he party'a oun

(Ibe_iml Hme uGI"T"OG, hn 21 1')47)

On llay 22 ANSA reported thots [ orlend 1 < LK
F:e was on his wey to the head of the State who would nake the deoision.
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“leanvhile, Vito Reale told journalists thot Nitti, invited by Orlando
to eollobornte with hinm, would have been delighted to aceept but this
becane impogsible when it wes evident thot this collaboration would
heve been in conjunction with the 'Little Entente', lle could no nore
aceept thic as one of Orlando's !linisters than he could as Prenmier.

"Orlando left de Nicola at 8320 P.lM. and rmade the following statanent
to journalists: ‘The difficulties vhich prevented the fornation of
a Hitti Covernuent vith riy collaboration assured fron the beginning
have ended with the same consequences for the formation of a possible
Orlando Government."

"0rlando went on to say thot a eycle had ended. It had bepun with an
“iden for solution of the crisis founded on the nanes INitti~Orlendo

which mirht have becore Orlendo-ilitti. He went on to soy thet *The
difficultics hed virtuelly prejudiced the solution.'! Asked whether

the head of tho State would resune consultations he believed that he
would. To questions about the source of the difficuliies he said that

it was useless to look for causes. The difficulties were objectivo.

He thought that another cyele would open precedentby fresh consultations,
He and IIitti had virtunlly 'een consulted.

There will not be further talls with Orlonde, Nitti, and De Gesperi
as the head of the State has sounded then sufficiently. He will
receive Bononi, Parri, Sforza, Sarapgat, ond the presidents of the
parlianentary sroups in murerical not alphabeticol order; nacely,
Gronehi, Toglistti, Nemmi, D'Aragona, Glamini, Foechinetti, Corbino,
Berganini, Clanca, Grassi, and llole.

WAt Palazzo Glustinioni it is believed thot De licola will complete
his talks by 4230 p.n. tonorrow devoting holf an hour to ecch through-
out the doy and thet a new mandate to form the Governnent will be
glven tomorrow.

"Asked whether he thought a Govermnment of national coalition possible,
Orlendo saids 'I think it is inpossible. It was dead before it was
born.! Asked vhat solution he thought possible he said he thought
that a widening of the tripartite basis would be the solution,

"De Nicola will berin his second cyele of consultations tomorrow,
receiving Terracini at 9 a.n."

On onday, iloy 26, the Italian lome Service reported:

"0n the thirteenth day of the Covernent crisis it nay be pointed out that
the consultations so far held by de Casperi have the nature of prelininagy
soundinpe only with a view to finding out the intentions of all political
groups. There are only scanty hints as to the attitude of these groups.
The PSLI, accordiag to @'Arapona, sticks to the requests put forward during
the previous consultations. According to Facchinetti and Pacciardi the
Republicon Party, too, would join & de Gasperi Cubinet only under certain
conditions. The probable participation of liberal nembers in a de Gasperi
Governnent was nentioned by Villsbruna while the Communists, according
to Bergarmini, Chairmon of the joint group, are in favor of a broadening
of the governrent toward the left cernter with the inclusion of the Libercls
but not thelr right wing. The Lebor Democrats, according to lole, will

sre the to de Gagperi."
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